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Ta Shôma ï Come and Listen: 

An Evening of Jewish Experience 
 

Learning 
Hanukkah Art & Crafts Fair 

Dessert Reception 
50-50 Raffle 

Details inside 
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Ellen Hull, Campaign Vice President and chair of the 
2012 Annual Campaign, announced the launch of this 
yearôs campaign at a ñPacesettersò dinner held at her 
home on October 9, 2011.  Speaking at the dinner, 
Ellen said: ñThe 2011 
annual campaign raised 
$205,000 with 2% in-
crease card-for-card 
thanks to the continued 
support and generosity of 
our contributors and a 
very hard work of cam-
paign volunteers.  We 
had a number of new and 
increased gifts and 100% 
participation by Board 
members.ò  The theme of 
this yearôs campaign is 
Be a Part of it Now.  
ñWith this theme, we want 
to communicate and in-
still a sense of pride in 
the collective accomplish-
ments of the Jewish community in taking care of Jews 
in need both in our own community and around the 
world.  It is a privilege to be a part of the most success-

ful philanthropic enter-
prise in history.  It is an 
honor society that is 
open to all and we in-
vite you to apply,ò said 
Ellen Hull. 
The guest of honor and 
speaker at the October 
9th dinner was Jerry 
Silverman, President 
and CEO of the Jewish 
Federations of North 
America.  It was a huge 
honor to have Jerry 
with us to kick off Cam-
paign.  He is an articu-
late and energetic per-
son who has influenced 

those in power in the USA, Israel, and around the world 
to the benefit of the Jewish People.  He kept the audi-
ence spellbound by relating his vision for the success of 
the Jewish community in North America and for Israel. 
He underscored the real and positive effects that Fed-
erations have in contributing to the well-being of Jews  

Federation Kicks 2012 Annual Campaign into High Gear 

around the world and made us feel pride in Israel and her 
accomplishments while stressing the continuing need to sup-
port programs that strengthen the Jewish people at home 
and abroad.  He dealt with the crises faced in the USA by 

Jewish communities and gave 
us a sense of pride for the role 
that Federations play in sustain-
ing, continuing, and invigorating 
those communities.  Jerry is one 
who always looks at the glass 
as ñhalf full.ò  He brought us a 
message of hope and optimism 
which was invigorating.  What a 
wonderful message to hear to 
kick off Campaign!ò said Stuart 
Forman. 
On September 25 Dr. Barbara 
Pearl and Marty Lipman opened 
their home to a group of Federa-
tion members who came to hear 
Dr. Shira Sanders from the 
Haifa Rape Crisis Center.  The 
presentation underscored the 

important role that Federationôs contribution to the Southern 
New England Consortium plays in supporting worthy social 
endeavors in Israel. 

While we would love to believe that the Jewish people are 
immune to the social diseases that affect other peoples, the 
fact that the Rape Crisis Center is such a tremendous force 
to counter-act sexual abuse in Israel supports the fact that we 
as Jews are just as susceptible to social problems as anyone 
else.  Our financial contributions to such causes through 
SNEC bring timely and compassionate services to those in 
need in Israel.   

From the President  
This 5772 Holiday season has been very 
good for our Federation and for our Jewish 
community.  We began our Campaign with 
the ñPacesettersò dinner and speaker 
hosted at Ellen Hullôs home.  Jerry 
Silverman, President of the Jewish Fed-
eration of North America, spoke for over 
one hour, and addressed many important 

issues and reasons for giving.  As a result, our Campaign has 
been launched with a better than expected beginning! 
The publication of Abe Landauôs book was launched by 

Spinner Publications on Sunday October 23.  We are very 
proud to have been a part of this wonderful event.   
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Jerry Silverman  

Left to right: Cecilia Alkalay, Janet Feingold, Dr. Stuart 
Forman, and Dr. Shira Sanders 
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Federation Dollars Make a Difference in Afula 

By Dr. Janet Freedman 

The warmth and comfort of Barbara Pearl and 
Marty Lipman's lovely home (and Barbara's deli-
cious home-made blueberry muffins) provided a 
perfect setting to welcome Dr. Shira Sanders, re-
source coordinator of the Haifa Rape Crisis Center 
in Israel.  Dr. Sanders specifically focused on the 
work of the Afula Womenôs Crisis Project, an out-
reach arm of the Center that is supported by the 
Southern New England Consortium.  Her moving 
presentation of Centerôs work with victims of sexual 
assault illuminated how our contributions to the 
Jewish Federation are making a dramatic differ-
ence in the lives of Israeli women and their fami-
lies.  The Afula Womenôs Crisis Project is one of 
the projects supported by our Federation's partici-
pation in SNEC (Southern New England Consor-
tium), a group of 12 federations in Massachusetts 
and Connecticut.  

Dr. Sanders made Aliyah to Israel in 1992 and 
lives with her husband and three daughters in Esh-
char.  She has moved from providing direct ser-
vices to raising awareness of the pervasive prob-
lems of domestic violence and gaining the vital fi-
nancial support to assist victims and to develop 
programs to prevent this social scourge. 

A lively discussion followed Shira's excellent 
presentation and the men and women who at-
tended left the meeting with a renewed resolve to 
assist our Israeli sisters. 

She also represents the best of those compassionate indi-
viduals who try to make a difference in Israeli society 
against social and financial odds.  Everyone who heard 
her presentation could not help but be impressed by this 
sensitive and compassionate woman and her cause.  We 
all came away convinced that supporting social welfare 
and social action programs in Israel was an excellent use 
of our Federation and SNEC funding. 

Annual Campaign continued from page 1 
Dr. Barbara Pearl and Ellen Hull 

Rubye Finger and Diane Bolton 

Michael Russell and Dr. Shira Sanders 

The Rape Crisis Center, like most not-forïprofit organiza-
tions in any country, is always struggling to maintain its ser-
vices.  That need was dramatically and poignantly ex-
pressed by Dr. Sanders.  A psychologist who made Alyiah 
from the USA, Dr. Sanders is a tireless worker on behalf of 
the victims of sexual abuse in Israel.  She and her organi-
zation reach out to victims in a very real and compassion-
ate way.  Dr. Sanders is an articulate person for her cause. 

This year we are trying to become more ñgreen.ò  We will 
start emailing campaign and billing information to those Fed-
eration contributors whose email addresses we have.  Of 
course, people who donôt use email or whose email ad-
dresses we donôt have will continue to receive regular mail.  
If you would like to be added to our email distribution list, 
please send us a message at  
oyorish@jewishnewbedford.org. 
To make a secure online contribution, visit 
www.jewishnewbedford.org. 

Campaign is Going Green  
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Advertising Rates Per Issue  

 

             Full Page                            $100.00  

 

             Half Page                              $60.00  

 

             Quarter Page                        $40.00  

 

             One Eighth Page                  $25.00  

 

Discount of 10% for 6 or more issues ! 
  

REACH THE JEWISH COMMUNITY!  
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The Jewish Messenger is now online. 
Visit www.jewishnewbedford.org 

Federationôs Tribute Cards are a Great  
Opportunity to Honor a Loved One and Contribute to a 

Good Cause  
 

Think of the Jewish Federation when celebrating milestone events 
or remembering a loved one.  A tax-deductible contribution to the 
Federationôs general fund as well as to one of the scholarship or 
endowment funds or special programs is a great way to celebrate an 
important event such as a birthday, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, or an anni-
versary, to wish a speedy recovery, and to honor the memory of a 
loved one.  Your honoree or his/her family will receive a beautiful 
tribute card marking the occasion. To make a secure online contri-
bution, visit www.jewishnewbedford.org and click the PayPal button. 

Israel Travel Grants Available 
 

Grants are available to Jewish teens residing in the 
Greater New Bedford area for travel/study in Israel.  These 
grants are made possible by the Harvey Friedland Israel 
Youth Experience Memorial Fund and the Evelyn Rosen 
Youth Israel Travel Fund.  Requests must be writing.  For 
more information, contact Olga Yorish at (508) 997-7471 or 
at oyorish@jewishnewbedford.org. 

Jewish Communityôs 
Christmas Dinner for the Elderly  

 

Looking for Volunteers  
 
We need your help on December 25 to serve and 
deliver 300 dinners to seniors who depend on us to 
make their holiday special.  If you can work at the 
church, drive our guests, or deliver meals, please 
call Ellen Hull @ (508) 993-5742. 

 
 

The dinner will be held at: 
Parish Hall  

121 Mt. Pleasant Street. (Corner of Mt. Vernon)  
 

College Scholarship Applications 
for 2012-13 School Year 

are Available 
The Jewish Federation of Greater New Bedford and the National 
Council of Jewish Women invite college scholarship applications 
for 2012-13 academic year. To be eligible for a scholarship, the 
family of the applicant must be a member in good standing of 
these organizations.  For questions and to request an application 
call the Federation office at (508) 997-7471 or email at of-
fice@jewishnewbedford.org. 
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Musical Connection is one of the successful pro-
jects funded by SNEC in Afula-Gilboa region in 2010-
11, with its effects still reverberating on both sides of 
the Atlantic Ocean.  A delegation of seven young mu-
sicians from Kibbutz Yizrael's Music Center in the 
Gilboa, conducted a series of performances in sev-
eral Jewish communities in the state of Connecticut.  
What sets this project apart from others is the fact 
that the Israeli guests played together with local 
youth from the respective communities.  Perform-
ances were held before a very wide range of audi-
ences and venues: schools, synagogues, old-age 
homes and community centers.  The group also took 
part in Yom HaôZikaron (Israelôs Memorial Day) and 
Yom HaôAtzmaut (Independence Day) ceremonies in 
the communities.  It was especially exciting to see 
how quickly ties were formed between the guests 
and their hosts through music, with the selected 
pieces being both popular and classical Israeli music.   

A Different Kind of Bridge  

I was born in Switzerland. My mother was Jewish and was 
saved from the Holocaust thanks to her family migrating from 
their native Germany to Switzerland.  My father, who came 
from a well-established Swiss family of religious Catholics, 
wanted to free himself from his patriarchal, demanding family.  
My parents agreed that their children would be raised without 
any religious affiliation or tradition but as modern, emancipated, 
universal human beings. However, these ideals were not strong 
enough to keep my parents together, and they divorced when I 
was eight years old.  My brother, ten years older than I, re-
belled against our parents' ideals and began to search for his 
roots, for a sense of tradition and belonging.  He found them in 
our mother's religion ï Judaism.  This opened the door for me 
to a meaningful, excit-
ing world and both my 
brother and I found a 
warm home in Bern's 
Reform Jewish com-
munity.  My brother 
became more at-
tached to Judaism as 
a religion, while I be-
came a Zionist.  At the 
age of 16 I realized my 
dream of moving to 
Israel ï a country full 
of challenges and adventures.  After my army service, I married 
and had a family and became involved in horses and therapeu-
tic horseback riding.  When my children had grown up, I felt that 
although they were Jews and Israelis, they were unfamiliar with 
the sense of community offered by Jewish communities in the 
Diaspora.  It was therefore very important for me that they 
should serve for a year as young emissaries in the SNEC com-
munities.  I joined Partnership 2Gether and am extremely proud 
and honored to have been chosen as Steering Committee 
Chair.  I am a great believer in team work and in my opinion we 
are an excellent team and all members of the Steering Commit-
tee (in Israel and in the US) bring strong will, ability and quality 
to the committee.  I am therefore optimistic that together we will 
be able to generate change.  Partnership 2Gether is a true part-
nership between the residents of Afula, Gilboa and the SNEC 
communities and together we will be able to create true friend-
ships and common, enterprising projects.  Wishing us all good 
luck.  
Yvonne Benn  

Meet Yvonne Benn, the new Chair of the Partnership 
2Gether Steering Committee in Afula-Gilboa  

Shopping in Tel Aviv 
Wine tasting on Golan Heights 

More pictures from Judy Pollackôs trip. 

On Golan Heights 
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A big Yasher Koach to Marsha Onufrak and to Cindy 
Yoken for their dedicated work on this project.  Yasher 
Koach to the entire Holocaust Committee and to Spinner 
Publications.  As Marsha told us at a Federation Board 
meeting, ñAbe is not here to speak for himself.  We have to 
speak for him.ò  How true!  Everyone at Federation should 
be proud of the role we played in making sure that Abeôs 
story is told and continues to bear witness to the events of 
the Holocaust. 

Over the past few months, we have had numerous dis-
cussions with Tifereth Israel leadership and continue to 
work in a most collegial and collaborative way on behalf of 
the Jewish community.  We all have agreed that there is no 
community without affiliation.  That affiliation could be to a 
shul, a chavurah, the Federation, or any of the Jewish or-
ganizations/events/experiences within our community.  But 
there cannot be a community without affiliation.  We look 
forward to working together to find ways to touch more 
Jews and their families in our South Coast region and to be 
touched by them. 

Finally, we celebrate together with our Israeli brothers 
and sisters the return of Gilad Shalit from his captivity in 
Gaza for some five years.  He has been reunited with his 
family, and for that we are all relieved.  We hope against 
hope, that his safe return will lead to a future of peace for 
all people of the Middle East so that we may turn our atten-
tion to the real problems of economy, water, resource distri-
bution, and mutual security rather than continuation on tri-
balism and religious differences which have perpetuated 
unrest for all people of that troubled region for so long. 
All in all, a great beginning for 5772. 
 
Stuart I. Forman 

From the President continued from page 1 

JFNA President Keynotes Pacesetters Event  

Ken Lipman, Judy Pollack, and Chuck Hull 

Jerry Silverman, Dr. Bill Abesh, Ken Lipman and Stuart 
Forman 

Sheldon and Shulamith Friedland 

Susan Barnet, Sheldon and Shulamith Friedland, Calvin and Sue 
Siegal, Marsha Revzin, Lillian Shwartz, Stanley Revzin, and Deb-
bie Forman listen to Jerry Silverman 


