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The Evening of Jewish Experience on December 3, 
2011 was a big success.  Unlike events of years past 
which focused solely 
on study and learn-
ing, this year we at-
tempted to expand 
the concept to an op-
portunity to experi-
ence what it means to 
live as Jews.  This 
included study but 
also encompassed 
art, music, eating to-
gether, prayer, and 
that most quintessen-
tial Jewish experience 
ï schmoozing.  The 
planning of the event 
started many months 
ago and brought to-
gether the Federa-
tion, the National 
Council of Jewish 
Women, and Tifereth Israel Program Committee in a 
true community-wide effort.  Dr. Stuart Forman, Rachel 
Levinson, and Alice Nussbaum represented these or-
ganizations as eventôs co-chairs.  The title of the event 
ñTa Shôma ï Come and Listenò was borrowed from a 

widely used Tal-
mudic phrase 
indicating an 
invitat ion to 
share an experi-
ence. 
The event began 
with Mincha and 
Maariv 
(afternoon and 
evening prayers 
and a Havdalah 
ceremony mark-
ing the end of 
Shabbat and 
proceeded with 
an evening of 
events which 
lasted until 10 
pm. 

An Evening of Jewish Experience Was Enjoyed by All 

Some thirteen local vendors displayed art and crafts rang-
ing from Judaic ritual objects to Jewish scrapbooking, offering 

a variety of Hanukah gift 
ideas.  The planning commit-
tee recruited eleven local 
presenters to teach topics of 
Jewish interest.  The list of 
presenters included clergy 
and educators who were ea-
ger to share their passion for 
Jewish learning.  We are very 
grateful to the presenters 
who volunteered their time 
and effort:  Rabbi Barry Hart-
man, Rabbi Raphael Kanter, 
Rabbi Lawrence Silverman, 
Cantor Nathaniel Schudrich, 
Dr. Janet Freedman, Wendy 
Garf-Lipp, Meredith Hoffman, 
Dr. Michele Koppelman, Alice 
Nussbaum, Dr. Stuart For-
man, and Dr. Ron Weisber-
ger.  The topics covered dur-

ing the course of two one-hour sessions ranged from ñAkeida 
in the Artsò to ñUnderstanding the Midrashò to ñLove and the 
Bible.ò  ñThe fact that there was such a broad scope of study 
sessions and that all were well attended indicates that people 
enjoy and appreciate a multi-varied approach to learning,ò 
said Dr. Stuart Forman, adding that ñit was very rewarding to 
see a number of non-Jewish participants at this event in addi-
tion to members of the Jewish community.  It was a sign of  

From the President 
The Jewish Federation is having a pro-
ductive and exciting year. In December, 
we held a community-wide evening of 
Jewish experience, ñTa Shôma ï Come 
and Listen.ò  Reflecting on its results, the 
event seems to have appealed to a wide 
variety of interests. As I have com-
mented in articles in the Standard 

Times, our Jewish world is not monolithic. It is rich in diversity 
and ideas and experiences.  What we tried to do this year, 
and hope to improve upon next year, is to open up that com-
munal richness to everyone who is interested in the Jewish 
world, be they Jewish or not.   
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Alice Nussbaum teaches a class on Hid-
dur Mitzvah  

Left to right:  Ken Ackerman, Kimberly Ward, Liz Ackerman, Paul and 
Pearl Bacdayan 
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Evening of Jewish Experience Photo Gallery 

Jenny Woolf and Cindy Benson 

Laura Klein Plunkett and Judy Pollack 

Evening of Jewish Experience Continued from page 1 

Cheryl Fraga and Janet Freedman  

Dr. Stuart Forman shares a thought with Joe Plunkett  

Ruth Gross with her colorful textiles  

people interested in all things Jewish and understanding 
more about themselves as well as opening ourselves to the 
understanding of others.ò  
ñOur community is so blessed with a wealth of presenters 

of such caliber and willingness to share their knowledge. 
We so appreciate their generous spirit of giving,ò said Alice 
Nussbaum.  ñA feeling of community permeated the eve-
ningôs program.  Along with shopping and learning there 
was meeting-and-greeting.ò  She added, ñSweet treats ele-
vated the mood and heightened the joy of the evening.  We 
were happy to share our Jewish world through the Ta 
Shôma event and look forward already to another success 
next year.ò 
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Advertising Rates Per Issue  
 

             Full Page                            $100.00  
 
             Half Page                              $60.00  

 
             Quarter Page                        $40.00  
 
             One Eighth Page                  $25.00  

 
Discount of 10% for 6 or more issues ! 
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The Jewish Messenger is now online. 
Visit www.jewishnewbedford.org 
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Opportunity to Honor a Loved One and Contribute to a 

Good Cause  
 

Think of the Jewish Federation when celebrating milestone events 
or remembering a loved one.  A tax-deductible contribution to the 
Federationôs general fund as well as to one of the scholarship or 
endowment funds or special programs is a great way to celebrate an 
important event such as a birthday, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, or an anni-
versary, to wish a speedy recovery, and to honor the memory of a 
loved one.  Your honoree or his/her family will receive a beautiful 
tribute card marking the occasion. To make a secure online contri-
bution, visit www.jewishnewbedford.org and click the PayPal button. 

Israel Travel Grants Available  
 

Grants are available to Jewish teens residing in the 
Greater New Bedford area for travel/study in Israel.  These 
grants are made possible by the Harvey Friedland Israel 
Youth Experience Memorial Fund and the Evelyn Rosen 
Youth Israel Travel Fund.  Requests must be writing.  For 
more information, contact Olga Yorish at (508) 997-7471 or 
at oyorish@jewishnewbedford.org. 

Recent Tribute Card Contributions to the Jewish Federation 
of Greater New Bedford 
 
Peter and Wendy Russell 
Cindy and Mel Yoken 
Muriel Sevin 
Evelyn Baum and Ken Lipman 
Aaron and Barbara Gotlib 
David and Heidi Gotlib 
Dr. Matthew Philips 
Charlotte Friedman 
Norman and Ronya Glassman 

College Scholarships 
for 2012-13 School Year 

 
The Jewish Federation of Greater New Bedford and the Na-
tional Council of Jewish Women invite college scholarship ap-
plications for 2012-13 academic year. To be eligible for a 
scholarship, the family of the applicant must be a member in 
good standing of these organizations.  For questions and to 
request an application call the Federation office at (508) 997-
7471 or email at office@jewishnewbedford.org. 

Barbara and Sidney Kaplan 
Shulamith and Sheldon Friedland 
Adele Nosowitz 
Elliot and Patty Rosenfield 
Judy Pollack 
Meryl Russell 
Catherine and Michael Russell 
David Schudrich 
David and Joan Wollin 


