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It is both an honor and a privilege to serve the Federa-
tion of Greater New Bedford as President.  Even though 
some of you know what Federation is about, there are so 
many of your children and perhaps grandchildren who do 
not know how Federation affects them through services, 
subsidies to the Hebrew Schools and education as well 
as supporting children and the elderly in Israel.  It is im-
portant for everyone to be an ambassador to recruit the 
younger adults and have them be involved in Federation.  
It is important for younger people to join us in setting 
goals and deeds for the Federation's year.  We wish to 
recruit the aid of all generations. 

Federation affects all of us in all stages of our lives.  
For babies and young children, from 6 months onward, 
we fund and administer the PJ Library, bringing each year 
12 free books of Jewish content to 30 local children.  As 
our children get a little older, we subsidize the local He-
brew Schools in New Bedford at TI and AA in the form of 
an allocation.  As a child gets to be a teenager, he or she 
can apply to Federation for a grant for educational  pro-
grams in Israel.  Birthright Israel is an opportunity for 
those who have graduated high school up to 26 years of 
age to go to Israel for free.  In addition, when a student 
goes to college, he/she can apply for a scholarship that is 
administered by Federation.  
This is only part of our Fed-
eration at work.  As you be-
come a parent, you benefit 
from all of the above pro-
grams for your children.  For 
adults, we sponsor, in con-
junction with St. Lukeôs hospi-
tal, a blood drive which bene-
fits our Jewish Community as 
a whole.  We sponsor a 
Lunch and Learn program at 
Ahavath Achim Synagogue. 
We sponsor the Center for 
Jewish Culture at UMASS 
Dartmouth.  We have several 
cultural, social and educa-
tional programs for our com-
munity.  Our Jewish Family 
Services Committee provides services to you when 
needed, such as friendly visitors for elderly persons, crisis 
intervention, emergency financial assistance, counseling, 
Passover Foods, and any other needs that may arise. 
Every year, we remember the 6 million Jews that per-
ished in the Holocaust.  This is a program provided by the 
Federationôs inter-faith committee.  Its activities also in-
clude Holocaust education in public and private schools.   
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As older adults, you may benefit from the Kosher Nutrition 
Program that the Jewish Family Services of the Federation 
helps to fund and coordinate.  
JFS also provides information 
and referral services available in 
the New Bedford area to fami-
lies and the elderly. 

Federation dollars also sup-
port programs for children, 
young adults, and the elderly in 
Israel.  We support Jews in 
need in Israel and around the 
world through allocations to the 
Jewish Agency in Israel and the 
American Joint Distribution 
Committee.  I was very fortu-
nate this summer to go on a most rewarding UJC mission 
with Olga Yorish and approximately 100 other Federation 
campaign directors and leaders from all over the US.  We 
were able to see our Federation dollars at work in the North 
and South of Israel. 

The intensity of living under the constant threat of terror 
attacks presents a challenge for all Israelis, but no group is 
more vulnerable to trauma than the nationôs youth-at-risk. 

Living in communities with-
out resources, coming from 
families struggling to break 
the cycle of poverty, these 
children fall into patterns of 
underachievement and de-
spair.  An estimated 350,000 
out of 2.3 million children 
and youth in Israel are con-
sidered ñat riskò, with most 
coming from poor, immigrant 
families.  The social workers 
and amazing youth villages 
for children were absolutely 
astonishing in their work and 
compassion for these chil-
dren from Ethiopia, the So-
viet Union and other coun-
tries.  The animal therapy, 

music therapy and ways of providing a home and ñfamilyò 
were a unique model. There were such compelling stories 
about children living in fear, about people living on a kibbutz 
and in neighboring areas near the Gaza strip.  We do not 
have to fear having only 15 seconds to take cover because of 
a warning about a rocket attack.  In one kibbutz, they do not 
even have those precious seconds to find shelter.  
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Consul General of Israel to New England Nadav Tamir is 
no stranger to New Bedford ï he spoke here two years ago 
when he just started his tenure in Boston.  On October 29, 
2009, we again welcomed Nadav Tamir to New Bedford as 
he gave a briefing to a group of Federation board members, 
contributors, and invited guests, among them a number of 
non-Jewish clergy representing the Inter-church Council of 
New Bedford.  Mr. Tamir spoke eloquently about Israelôs 
outstanding achievements in sciences and technology and 
about the challenges his country faces in her quest for 
peace. 

You Can Help 
Please think of the Jewish Federation when celebrating milestone events or remembering a loved one.  A contribu-
tion to the Federationôs general fund as well as to one of the scholarship or endowment funds is a great way to cele-
brate an important event such as a birthday, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, or an anniversary, and to honor the memory of a loved 
one.  

Left to right: Dr. Matthew Philips, John Day, Dr. Blond-
heim, Larry Rich. 

On Thursday October 15, 2009, Dr. Orna Blondheim, 
the CEO of the Emek Medical Center in Afula, Israel, 
addressed a group of doctors and allied medical profes-
sionals at St. Lukeôs Hospital as a part of the grand 
rounds lecture series.  Working closely with John Day, 
the CEO of the SouthCoast Health System, and his as-
sociates, the Jewish Federation brought Dr. Blondheim 
and Larry Rich, director of development and external 
relations at Emek, to New Bedford, to establish a con-
nection between St. Lukeôs Hospital and the Emek Medi-
cal Center.  Following an informal gathering at 7:30 am 
for coffee and bagels outside the McBratney Amphithea-
ter, Dr. Blondheim spoke about healthcare in Israel and 
the Emek Medical Center.  The lecture was followed by 
a question and answer period, after which John Day and 
Dr. Matthew Philips took the guests on a tour of the 
emergency room. 

Emek CEO Addresses St.Lukeôs Docs 

Israel Consul General Nadav Tamir Briefs Community Leaders  

Nadav Tamir with Mayor Scott Lang. 

Rev. David Lima and Rev. David Fredrickson 

Judy Pollack and State Representative Antonio 
Cabral 


